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Greetings! SCLA is now in the fourth month of this
year. Things are moving fast and furiously with retreats, legislative activity, discussion of Intellectual
Freedom issues, meetings about the Palmetto and
Pine Library Education and Recruiting Initiative, conference programs being planned by Sections, Round
Tables and Committees. Whew! How is all of this activity being fueled? By you! However, we still have
room for those of you who are not yet working in the Association. Take a
look at the help wanted ad below and consult the SCLA web site at www.
scla.org under Your Association to get a description of the Section, Round
Table or Committee. Contact the person listed below or me and say “Yes,
I want to work this year to make a difference in our association and our
profession.”
Online Users Round Table
Vice-chair and Secretary needed
Contact: Kultida Dunagin
kbd@clemson.edu
Paraprofessional Round Table
all officers needed
Contact: Keith Bethea
Big_Nice@yahoo.com
Government Documents Round Table
all officers needed
Contact Libby Young at libby.young@furman.edu
Library Administration Section
all officers needed
Contact: James Williams at Williams@cofc.edu
Trustee Section
all officers needed
contact Marilyn Tsirigotis at marilynt@infoave.net
We also have vacancies for the Awards Committee, Planning Committee,
Publicity Committee, and the Scholarship for Diversity Committee. For
committee appointments and recommendations, contact Marilyn Tsirigotis
at marilynt@infoave.net █
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Eighteen States Awarded Grants to
Sustain Public Access Computing in Libraries
CHARLESTON, W.Va., January 14, 2004 — The Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation today announced grants to
18 states to help public libraries continue to provide nocost access to computers and the Internet for the public. The Staying Connected challenge grants, totaling
$5.8 million, will go to state library agencies in Alabama, Arizona, Colorado, Delaware, Florida, Maine,
Michigan, Montana, New Mexico, New York, North
Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas and West Virginia.
State library agencies will use the Staying Connected
funds for technology training and support programs,
broadband connectivity as well as hardware and software upgrades in local libraries.
“Public libraries play a vital role in bridging the digital
divide for those who do not have access to computers
and the Internet. Today, because of the hard work of
librarians across the country, if you can get to the library, you can get to the Internet,” said Melinda Gates,
co-founder of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.
“The challenge now is to help public libraries ‘stay connected.’ Sustaining public access computing will require continued support from local communities.”
Research shows that people with lower income and
education levels are more likely to rely on the library for
their only access to computers and the Internet. While
computer and Internet use has grown among all populations in recent years, income and socioeconomic
status remain key indicators of access to these technologies. Just 25 percent of households earning less
than $15,000 annually are connected to the Internet,
compared with nearly 80 percent of households with
annual incomes greater than $75,000. Across all
demographics, more than 14 million Americans regularly use library computers.
There is significant public support for sustaining access
to computers and the Internet in libraries. According to
a recent study conducted by the Marist Institute for
Public Opinion, Americans believe that providing computers for public use is one of the three most important
things their library can do.
“When I went back to college at age 42, I was the only
student who couldn’t use a computer,” said Rebecca
Young, a patron at Sissonville Public Library in West
Virginia. “I learned how to use the computer at my public library and continue to use the computers to take

online courses. Having this access to technology
helped me complete my degree in elementary education and enables me to stay current in my field.”
The Staying Connected grants are challenge grants,
meaning that the foundation matched funds raised by
the state at a two-to-one ratio, bringing the total
amount of funding dedicated to keeping libraries connected to more than $8 million. State library agencies
have used this challenge as a catalyst to build partnerships with government entities, businesses, other foundations and individuals. For example, Texas, which received a grant of nearly $1 million, has assembled
state, federal and private dollars to provide continued
technology infrastructure upgrades and technical assistance for public libraries.
“The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation’s investments
and the ongoing support of government agencies,
other foundations, businesses and individuals have
made a tremendous difference in our state’s libraries,”
said Peggy Rudd, Director of the Texas State Library
and Archives Commission. “When we all come together to expand public access computing, children
can explore the universe of knowledge, businesses
can expand and communities can thrive.”
Since 1998, the foundation has committed $250 million
through its U.S. Library Program to install more than
47,000 computers in almost 11,000 libraries in all 50
states and the District of Columbia. Libraries located in
disadvantaged areas received hardware and software,
networking funds, technical support and publications
as well as training for library staff.
In addition to the Staying Connected grants, the foundation is working with Libraries for the Future to
strengthen librarians’ capacities for community outreach and supports WebJunction, a Web-based service that gives librarians and others an online platform
to share knowledge and experience in providing technology to patrons. The foundation also supports libraries internationally, through grants and its annual Access to Learning Award.
Melinda Gates announced the Staying Connected
grants today during a visit to West Virginia, where she
met with state political and library leaders, including
Gov. Bob Wise and Sen. Jay Rockefeller (D-W.Va.), to
discuss support for libraries. Gates also toured a local
(Continued on page 6)
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ASERL LAUNCHES “ASK A LIBRARIAN”
First-Ever Region-Wide Service for Research Library Users
The Association of Southeastern Research Libraries today inaugurated the first-ever virtual reference service cooperatively staffed by research libraries across a region. Staffed by reference personnel at 10
ASERL member libraries, the service is available 12 hours a day, 7 days a week. “We’re thrilled to launch
this cooperative system. It can provide more chat reference service for research library patrons than any
one ASERL library could realistically provide on its own,” commented Sarah Watstein, co-chair of the
project’s development team and Assistant University Librarian for Public Service at Virginia Commonwealth University. “We hope it will inspire more such systems in the future.”
The service, called simply “Ask A Librarian,” is available by linking through the website of any participating library. Visitors can also access the system via www.ask-a-librarian.org. During its first few
months of service, Ask A Librarian will provide varying service hours to determine user demand and
preferences. Users need no special equipment or software to access the service – just a current web
browser and reasonably fast Internet connection. Once connected to the service, users can chat real time
with expert reference staff at ASERL libraries.
“The goal of the service reflects ASERL libraries’ mission – to teach users how to locate the information
they seek,” commented Watstein. “This is not a homework-helper type of service, but rather a way for
university students and faculty to interact with their colleagues at peer research libraries.”
The program will be pilot tested for a year before further enhancements are made. ASERL looks forward
to partnering with research libraries in other parts of the world in order to expand cooperative service
coverage to 24 hours a day.
ASERL libraries participating in the launch are College of William & Mary, VA; Florida State University;
University of Alabama; University of Central Florida; University of Kentucky; University of Louisville,
KY; University of Miami, FL; University of North Carolina at Charlotte; Virginia Commonwealth University; and Wake Forest University, NC.
Founded in 1956, ASERL is the largest regional academic library cooperative in the country, with 37 research libraries and six state libraries. ASERL was aplayed a key role in founding the Southeastern Library Network (SOLINET) and established SOLINET’s database licensing program. In recent years,
ASERL launched a shared catalog system, published competency guidelines for research librarians, and
provides delivery services for interlibrary loan materials. For information about ASERL’s ongoing programs, please visit www.aserl.org. For more information, contact: John Burger at jburger@solinet.net █
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Do you want to be a “Friend” of South Carolina’s Libraries?
Join the Friends of South Carolina Libraries today! FOSCL’s
mission is to:
•
•
•
•
•

To help foster, create, and support local friends of the library groups, and to provide a
means for these groups to work together for the betterment of library service in South
Carolina.
To serve as a resource for local friends groups.
To promote wider knowledge and use of libraries as cultural and information centers for
individuals and groups.
To support improved library education in South Carolina.
To support the Library Bill of Rights.

Please visit the FOSCL web site for membership information and much more!

www.foscl.org

South Carolina’s Public Library Trustees: Striving for Excellence
Columbia, S.C — January 24, 2004. Over 150 public library
trustees and directors from across the state convened in Columbia, S.C. at the Adam's Mark Hotel for the South Carolina State
Library’s 6th Annual Public Library Trustee Institute. The 2004
Institute theme, “From Good to Great—Successful Boards in
Times of Change” challenged trustees to return to their communities and work even harder for the continued improvement of
local level library and informational services.
The Institute's lead speaker, Pat Wagner, Library Consultant from Pattern Research in Denver Colorado, known for her
practical and good humored programs, provided a lively session
on board leadership, management, accomplishing key tasks, negotiating change and creating a productive community culture.
Wagner has worked with library communities in 37 states, from
Alaska to Florida,
and her presentation received rave
reviews.
Luncheon keynote speaker Ernie Passailaigue, Executive
Director, South Carolina Education Lottery Commission, shared the good
news about educational benefits resulting statewide owing to proceeds
from the Lottery.
Each county library system in South Carolina receives a share of
$1.5 million for cooperative efforts that improve technology with neighboring libraries, schools, local units of government and local colleges and
universities.
Other sessions presented at the Institute included growing quality
boards, library fundraising, strategic planning, and a primer on library
building design from David R. Moore II, AIA, ALA, architect and partner
with Craig, Gaulden & Davis Inc. of Greenville, S.C.
Todd Stephens, Director of Spartanburg Public
The overall assessment from attendees, as summed up by one
Libraries and President of the SC Assn. of Public
library
director,
“These Institutes are the best that are offered in the State.
Library Administrators (APLA) presents John
Goodman of Georgetown County with the Margie My Board loves them.” For more information, contact Deborah Hotchkiss,
CE Coordinator, SC State Library—deborah@leo.scsl.state.sc.us. █
E. Herron Trustee Award sponsored by APLA.
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NEH GRANT FOR SOLINET PRESERVATION FIELD SERVICES PROGRAM
The National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) awarded $579,518 to the Southeastern Library Network, Inc. (SOLINET) to support its regional Preservation Field Services Program. The grant funds a two-year project to provide education, information, publications, and consultations to libraries and archives, in order to
strengthen programs to protect and preserve important collections for future generations.
Established in 1984, Preservation Field Services’ mission is to improve the ability of
institutions to preserve and provide access to their information resources for as
long as they are needed. This project emphasizes preservation as a program of
information -resource management for entire libraries and archives, and promotes
the care of specific collections in those repositories. The grant will support training
and information for document repositories in the Southeast and the Caribbean, including libraries, archives, and historical organizations, regardless of membership
in SOLINET. These repositories hold valuable collections developed over many
years to support education and research in the humanities.
Specific activities supported by the NEH grant include:
·

·
·
·
·
·

continuation of a substantial workshop program, providing both face-toface and distance-education sessions on a wide variety of preservation topics (such as book repair, disaster planning, environmental control, mold and
pest management, and digital archiving)
provision of numerous free presentations at forums throughout the region to
raise awareness of preservation
creation and distribution of print and electronic publications on preservation
topics
maintenance of an up-to-date information and referral service
formal and informal preservation consultations, especially to smaller institutions
expansion of workshops and information resources available in Spanish.

Founded in 1973, SOLINET is a non-profit membership organization serving more
than 2400 libraries of all types and sizes in ten Southeastern states and the Caribbean. Primary programs are Member Services, OCLC Services, Preservation & Access, Electronic Databases, Library Products, Workshops, and Consulting. For more
information, contact: Julie Arnott at jarnott@solinet.net █
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(Continued from page 2)

505.476.9762
www.stlib.state.nm.us

library and spoke with Young and other patrons.
The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation is building upon
the unprecedented opportunities of the 21st century to
improve equity in global health and learning. Led by Bill
Gates' father, William H. Gates Sr., and Patty Stonesifer, the Seattle-based foundation has an endowment
of approximately $26 billion.
On the Internet:
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation,
www.gatesfoundation.org
Staying Connected Grants
Alabama Public Library Service – $248,400
Contact: Ms. Rebecca Mitchell, Director, 334.213.3902
www.apls.state.al.us
Arizona State Library - $70,800
Contact: Gladys Ann Wells, Director, 602-542-4035
http://www.dlapr.lib.az.us

New York State Library – $222,640
Contact: Ms. Janet Welch, State Librarian,
518.474.5930
www.nysl.nysed.gov
State Library of North Carolina – $523,920
Contact: Ms. Sandra Cooper, State Librarian,
919.733.2570
http://statelibrary.dcr.state.nc.us
The State Library of Ohio – $358,000
Contact: Mr. Michael Lucas, State Librarian,
614.644.6843
http://winslo.state.oh.us
Oklahoma Department of Libraries – $140,000
Contact: Ms. Susan McVey, State Librarian,
405.521.2502
www.odl.state.ok.us

Colorado State Library – $142,000
Contact: Ms. Nancy Bolt, State Librarian, 303.866.6733
www.cde.state.co.us/index_library.htm

Pennsylvania Office of Commonwealth Libraries –
$278,960
Contact: Mr. Gary Wolfe, Commissioner of Libraries,
717.783.2646
www.statelibrary.state.pa.us

Delaware Division of Libraries – $103,200
Contact: Ms. Anne Norman, State Librarian,
302.739.4748, ext. 126
www.state.lib.de.us

South Carolina State Library – $217,000
Contact: Mr. James Johnson, State Librarian,
803.734.8656
www.state.sc.us/scsl

Florida Division of Library & Information Services –
$534,000
Contact: Ms. Judith Ring, Chief Officer, 850.245.6600
http://dlis.dos.state.fl.us

Tennessee State Library & Archives – $582,800
Contact: Mr. Edwin Gleaves, State Librarian,
615.741.7996
www.state.tn.us/statelib/tslahome.html

Maine State Library – $118,560
Contact: Mr. J. Gary Nichols, State Librarian,
207.287.5600
www.state.me.us/msl

Texas State Library and Archives Commission –
$907,520
Contact: Ms. Peggy Rudd, Director and Librarian,
512.463.5460
www.tsl.state.tx.us

Library of Michigan – $482,160
Contact: Ms. Christie Pearson-Brandau, State Librarian, 517.373.5504
www.libofmich.lib.mi.us
Montana State Library – $198,720
Contact: Ms. Karen Strege, State Librarian,
406.444.3115
http://msl.state.mt.us
New Mexico State Library – $284,320
Contact: Mr. Richard Akeroyd, State Librarian,

West Virginia Library Commission – $424,000
Contact: Mr. James D. Waggoner, Director,
304.558.2041
http://librarycommission.lib.wv.us
For more information, contact:
Marie Groark
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Phone: 206.709.3400
E-mail: media@gatesfoundation.org
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SOUTH CAROLINIAN APPOINTED TO
NCLIS COMMISSION
Washington, DC – President George W. Bush appointed twelve individuals to the National Commission
on Libraries and Information Science (NCLIS) on January 28, 2004. As a commission, NCLIS helps to effect
policy concerning libraries and the dissemination and
use of information in the US. NCLIS is a permanent,
independent agency of the Federal government whose
commissioners provide advice to the President, Congress, and other policy makers.
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Beth Fitzsimmons of Michigan, president, Information
Strategists, Ann Arbor, MI. and former chair of the Depository Library Council to the U.S. Public Printer.
(2006; Librarian/information specialist). Upon appointment, the President named Dr. Fitzsimmons chairman
of NCLIS; she succeeds Dr. Joan R. Challinor, whose
term as a Commissioner continues until July, 2004.
Patricia M. Hines of South Carolina, previously Chief of
Staff of Domestic Policy in the White House under
President Reagan and Assistant Secretary of Research and Development in the Department of Education under President George H.W. Bush. (2005; Public)

By law, five Commissioners are librarians or information specialists, while nine members are drawn from
the public and are knowledgeable about the needs of
society for library and information services. One of the
public members has a special competence in the
needs of the elderly; another in information technology.
Filling out the membership are two ex officio Commissioners, the Librarian of Congress and the Director of
the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS).

Colleen Ellen Huebner of Washington, associate professor, University of Washington School of Public
Health and Community Medicine. (2007; Public)

The President submitted his nominations to the Senate
on October 2, 2003, and the Senate, by unanimous
consent, confirmed the nominations on January 26,
2004.

Bridget L. Lamont of Illinois, former director of policy
and program development for Illinois Gov. George
Ryan and for 16 years the director of the Illinois State
Library. (2008; Librarian/information specialist)

The individuals who were appointed to NCLIS are
listed below. Their terms end July 19th of the year indicated. Also indicated is their category of membership.

Mary H. (Mitzi) Perdue of Maryland, former syndicated
columnist on environmental matters and founder of
Healthy U of Delmarva, a 6000 member organization
which seeks to decrease chronic disease by
encouraging healthier lifestyles. (2008; Public)

Jose Antonio Aponte of Colorado, executive director,
Pikes Peak Library District, Colorado Springs (2007;
Librarian/information specialist)
Sandra Frances Ashworth of Idaho, director, Boundary
County District Library, Bonners Ferry, ID (2004; Public-needs of elderly).
Edward Louis Bertorelli of Massachusetts, director of
employee benefits, Mass Highway department and
also a member of the Massachusetts Board of Library
Commissioners. (2005; Public)
Carol L. Diehl of Wisconsin, a retired school librarian at
New London, WI, a former member of the Manawa
Board of Education, and the Sturm Memorial Library
and an instructor for the University of WisconsinOshkosh, (2005, Public)
Allison Druin of Maryland, assistant professor, College
of Information Studies, University of Maryland (UM),
College Park (2006; Librarian/information specialist)

Stephen M. Kennedy of New Hampshire, a former
computer executive responsible for state government
relations and a former official in several New Hampshire administrations. (2007; Public-information technology)

Herman Lavon Totten, regents professor of library and
information sciences, University of North Texas School
of Library and Information Sciences, Denton and a former president of the Texas Library Association
(2008; Librarian/information specialist).
The new Commissioners join the current NCLIS members: Commissioner Challinor of Washington, DC and
Commissioner Jack Hightower of Austin, Texas as well
as Librarian of Congress James Billington and IMLS
Director Robert Martin.

www.nclis.gov
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SC State Historical Records Advisory Board
Regrant Project Launched
The National Historical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC) awarded to the SC State Historical Records Advisory Board (SC SHRAB) a $100,000 grant to conduct a regrant project for South Carolina's local governments, historical records repositories (e.g., historical societies, colleges and universities, museums, public libraries, and churches) and
professional organizations. The SC SHRAB will make grants to institutions and organizations on a competitive basis.
The following are the regrant project funding priorities addressing key areas of the Board's state plan:
•
•
•

Preservation of and access to historically significant records
Archival education and training for records custodians
Archives program development and enhancement

There will be two funding cycles, with the following application deadlines:
•
•

September 17, 2004 (for projects beginning after January 1, 2005)
June 18, 2005 (for projects beginning after October 1, 2005)

For the September 17, 2004, application deadline, a letter of intent is required by June 30, 2004, and a draft application
is due by August 9, 2004.
Regrant Project information, including contact names and numbers, application guidelines, and application form, is available on the SC SHRAB website: http://www.state.sc.us/scdah/shrab/regrantmain0406.htm There will be updates to the
site throughout the project Regrant application workshops are now being planned for April and May. For more information, contact Roy Tryon, SC Department of Archives and History, TRYON@SCDAH.STATE.SC.US

RCPL Introduces New
Online Directory

COLUMBIA, SC-The Richland County Public Library has added an online directory of local clubs and organizations to its Web site. The directory is now available at http://www.richland.lib.sc.us/organizations
RCPL published the print directory from 1994 to 2001, but the library is now making it available online to offer
patrons 24 hour access. The directory provides contact information for each club or organization and patrons
can search by individual club or organization name or by subject. Subject headings include Advocacy; Business and Trade; Health and Medical; Military; Senior Citizens; Support Groups and others.
Local clubs and organizations may add or update their entries by selecting the “update” link on the left side
of the page, or by selecting the “contact us” link on the RCPL home page.
This is just one of the many online resources available from the Richland County Public Library 24 hours a day
via the Library’s Web page.
For more information, contact: Sarah Hays, Public Relations Assistant, Richland County Public Library, 1431 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201. (803) 929-3440; Fax: (803) 929-3459
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To commemorate the passing of South Carolina Governor, John West
on March 21, the South Caroliniana Library will install an exhibit about
his life and career. The exhibit will be on display in the foyer of the library
through April 20.
John West:
Political Party: Democrat
Born: August 27, 1922 in Camden, SC
Education
• The Citadel - A.B. 1942
• University of South Carolina - LL.B. 1948, magna cum laude
Occupations
• Major, United States Army
• Lawyer
• Professor of Middle East Studies
For more information please visit http://www.sc.edu/library/socar/mpc/exhibit/westexh/front.html

Five Years of ILLiad at USC-Columbia’s Thomas Cooper Library
March 2004 marks the five-year implementation anniversary of the automated interlibrary loan management
system called ILLiad at USC-Columbia’s Thomas Cooper Library (TCL). During those five years, improvements in the software and customization by TCL’s interlibrary loan (ILL) department have made the system
increasingly efficient. At the time of implementation in March 1999, TCL was the first library outside Virginia
to “go live” with ILLiad, and only the third library in the country to take a chance on this new system. The
gamble has paid off and has enabled TCL’s ILL department to manage its increasing workload with ease.
Today, over 350 libraries all over the world use the ILLiad software, which is now licensed through OCLC.
The TCL ILL department began offering electronic delivery in February 2000. With this service, journal articles received from other libraries in electronic format are delivered directly to the desktop, saving processing time. The department’s record delivery time so far, from the time the request was submitted by the patron to notification of availability, is just over 4 hours. To date, the department has delivered more than
22,000 articles using this method. In October 2000, the system was expanded to include all of the USC regional and senior campuses, making the advantages of a web-based ILL system available to patrons of all
USC campuses. The makers of ILLiad created a new protocol for sending requests back and forth among
the USC campuses. This innovation, which was first tested and implemented at USC, is now being used by
many libraries around the country. The USC-Columbia School of Medicine Library’s Interlibrary Loan Department joined this local system during the summer of 2002. In the three and a half years since implementing the system, many thousands of requests have been fulfilled using this state-of-the-art system.
The Department hopes to improve the system with future enhancements and customizations. Those with
questions or comments about the Thomas Cooper Library Interlibrary Loan Department or ILLiad should
contact Marna Hostetler, Head of Interlibrary Loan, at hostetler@sc.edu or (803) 777-6333. They may also
visit the website at http://ill2.tcl.sc.edu.
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When your patrons come to you for health information,
where do you send them? What about a Web site that is
easy to use, focuses on the most common health problems for South Carolinians, and is on a reading level that
can be understood by all? That site is Hands on Health SC, at www.handsonhealth-sc.org, a consumer health
Web site developed by the Library of the Medical University of South Carolina that is freely available to all libraries
and their users.
For example, your patron has just been diagnosed with
diabetes. Perhaps they need help understanding what
their doctor has told them. They may want to learn how
they can improve their health so they will not need medication or so they may avoid hospitalization. This is just
the information Hands on Health - SC can offer.
The mission of Hands on Health - SC is to improve the
health of South Carolina’s people and communities
through the promotion of healthy lifestyles. Healthful living is advanced through education and the dissemination
of quality health information. South Carolinians are encouraged to take control of their own health by becoming
more knowledgeable and learning how to communicate
with their doctors about their health needs.
One can find information on nearly any health topic on
this Web site, but particular attention has been given to
the state’s major health problems. Nancy McKeehan,
Hands on Health – SC Program Manager, says, “We
have attempted to provide health information for topics
like asthma, heart disease, cancer, and family violence in
easy-to-understand language and in an easy-to-navigate
format.” Personal stories feature local people who have
faced serious illness, but have survived and continue to
live healthy, full lives. These narratives help demonstrate
how to manage and control illnesses such as diabetes,
heart disease and cancer while introducing the consumer
to health resources available to them. A section of the site
titled, “Health Resources in South Carolina,” provides
links to health clinics, treatment centers, social service
agencies and other services. If an agency doesn’t have
an Internet site, one can still find the agency’s address
and phone number. In addition, one can find all kinds of
reference resources, such as medical dictionaries, atlases
and encyclopedias. All are written for the layperson and
provide clear, colorful graphics.
Sections for kids and teens have been built in partnership
with North Charleston High School’s Healthcare Pathways class. Hands on Health staff taught students how to

News from the South Carolina Library Association

search for health information and how to evaluate the
quality of that information. The students then evaluated
and recommended Web sites for the “Teens” and “Kids”
sections of Hands on Health. As a class assignment, the
students taught their parents, grandparents or other adult
family members how to find quality health information by
helping them look up a health topic. The family member
was asked to find answers to certain questions about that
topic. The student recorded the responses and any comments the family member had about using the Web site
and the Internet to find this type of information. Those
who did not have computers at home used library computers.
Project staff hope to find additional ways to reach the less
computer-literate of the population. They offer workshops
to seniors, youth groups and other interested groups. In
addition, they provide one-hour workshops introducing the
features of Hands on Health-SC to school librarians, guidance counselors and nurses.
An “Español” section offers links to several comprehensive consumer based health sites in Spanish. This resource will soon be introduced to our Hispanic population
through a local mission, churches and health fairs. Hands
on Health staff will be teaching computer skills while demonstrating how to search for health information and how
to access computers in the community. At these “handson” sessions, they will be able to learn from the consumers about their health information needs.
HandsonHealth-SC.org is a project of the MUSC Library,
with help from University of South Carolina School of
Medicine Library, the South Carolina State Library and
the South Carolina Hospital Association. The Duke Endowment provided funding for the project. This site is still
growing. The project staff encourages people to use the
Feedback capability to provide suggestions for resources
and ways the site can be improved.
Place a link to HandsonHealth-SC.org on your library web
site. Information about linking is at http://www.
handsonhealth-sc.org/D/logo_link.php. If you are interested in a workshop, call Janice May, Hands on Health
Project Coordinator, at 843-792-3303 or email her at
<mayjc@musc.edu>.
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Storytelling Festival Set for April 23-24
The 18th annual “A(ugusta) Baker’s Dozen-A Celebration of Stories” will be held
on Friday, April 23 and Saturday, April 24. Arthur Yorinks, the founder and director of
The Night Kitchen Radio Theater, will be the featured guest.
Yorinks has written for opera, theater, dance and film, and he
is the author of many highly acclaimed books for children, including the Caldecott Medal Winner, Hey Al. His writing has been
noted as one of the most distinctive prose styles in children’s literature.
RCPL’s annual storytelling festival, cosponsored by the University of South Carolina School of Library and Information Science, brings to life the world of storytelling and children’s literature. The festival honors the works and achievements of nationally-known author and
storyteller Augusta Baker, who moved to Columbia in 1980 and was appointed the
Storyteller-in-Residence at USC.
The two-day festival features several special events, including an invitation-only
storytelling for nearly 2,000 fourth graders. Two events are free and open to the public:
• An Evening with Arthur Yorinks, author of the 1987 Caldecott Award winner Hey
Al!. Enjoy a performance of The Night Kitchen Radio Theater, hear from Yorinks
and enjoy a reception and book signing. 7 p.m., Friday, April 23, Bostick Auditorium, Main Library.
• Storytelling for Families. This fantastic outdoor event, held from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
on Saturday, April 24 beside the Main Library, includes regional storytellers, theater
and music, as well as a book sale and autographing by Arthur Yorinks. Free and
open to the public.
Questions? Call 803-929-3474 or visit http://www.richland.lib.sc.us/baker.htm █
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News from the South Carolina Library Association

2004 W. Ormiston Roy
Memorial Fellowship
The 2004 W. Ormiston Roy Memorial Fellowship will
bring two American scholars to USC's Thomas Cooper Library this summer to conduct research in the
G. Ross Roy Collection of Robert Burns, Burnsiana
& Scottish Poetry. Prof. Carol McGuirk, professor of
English at Florida Atlantic University, is conducting
research for a book titled Poet Burns, and Mr. Thomas Keith, an editor at New Directions Publishing, is
researching the impact of Burns among North American Scots.

University of South Carolina Libraries
Receive Papers of George V. Higgins

The George V. Higgins Archive has been established
at the University of South Carolina's Thomas Cooper
Library to house the personal, literary, and legal papers of the Boston author whose career included work
as a journalist, federal prosecutor, district attorney,
novelist, critic, historian, and professor of creative
writing at Boston University. In the decade before his
For more information, please contact, Patrick Scott, death in 1999, Higgins had visited the USC campus
Director of Special Collections, Thomas Cooper Li- as a speaker, conference participant, and visiting professor.
brary, at 803-777-1275, or scottp@gwm.sc.edu.
Established by Dr. and Mrs. G. Ross Roy in 1990 in
memory of his grandfather, and now in its fifteenth
year, the annual Ormiston Roy Fellowship has supported visiting researchers from the U.S., Canada,
Italy, and six different Scottish universities.

Higgins, who held degrees in English and law, earned
international fame when his first novel, The Friends of
Eddie Coyle, was published in 1972. The Archive includes drafts, edited typescripts, proofs, unpublished
early fiction and screenplays, as well as photos and
realia. The collection is valued at $106,000, about half
of which came as a donation from Higgins' widow,
Mrs. Loretta Cubberley Higgins.

The Crumley Lutheran Archives in Columbia has been designated as the new
home for the historic Lutheran collection formerly housed in Salisbury, N.C.
This 555 cubic foot collection is one of the two oldest Lutheran collections in
North America. Missionaries from North Carolina started Lutheran churches
throughout South Carolina, Tennessee and Virginia, which in turn spread to
other Southern and Caribbean areas. The collection includes original materials
from the early 1700s (mostly in German) up to today. It is heavily used by scholars and genealogists. Jeanette Bergeron will serve as archivist for the collection.
Crumley Archives is designated as the Regional Archives of the South and Caribbean for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. In addition, the Crumley Archives has received a $4,600 grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities for archival shelving and
acid-free wrappers for its collection of 19th Century Lutheran journals. For more information, contact Jeanette Bergeron, Archivist, Crumley Lutheran Archives, 4201 North Main St., Columbia, SC
29203. ph 803-461-3234 fax 803-461-3358 email: jbergeron@ltss.edu
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~ People ~
Caroline Hipp has been named
Chief of Extension Services, a division
of the library that includes the library’s nine branches, the bookmobile and the elderly outreach program. Hipp replaces Gerda Kahn,
who retired in January after working
for RCPL for 33 years. Since January
2003, Hipp has served as the Sandhills
Branch manager. A graduate of the University of
North Carolina, Asheville, Hipp earned her master’s
degree from the University of South Carolina School
of Library and Information Science. She was a
branch librarian at the Oconee Regional Library in
Dublin, Georgia, before joining RCPL as an information services librarian when the new Main Library
opened in 1993. She moved to the John Hughes
Cooper Branch as branch librarian in 1997 and became extension services librarian in 2000.
Shirley Carter has been named Sandhills Branch Manager, filling the position left vacant by Hipp’s promotion.
Carter, a branch librarian at Sandhills
since 1999, earned her master’s in library science from USC. She has
taught at schools in Georgia, Texas
and Germany, and she is also active

in several honor societies, including Beta Phi Mu.
Jenny Dilworth replaces Carter as a
Sandhills Branch librarian. Dilworth,
most recently a branch librarian at
RCPL’s Northeast Regional Branch,
earned her master’s in library science
from USC in 2001. A former assistant in
the Children’s Room at the Main Library, she has been with RCPL for more
than 10 years.
Janet Hatch has returned to the Northeast Branch of RCPL as a librarian. A
graduate of Clemson University, Hatch
earned her master’s degree in library science from the University of South Carolina. Hatch has held a variety of positions
with RCPL since she began working at
the library in 1988.
Tom Sutherland (SCLA president 1996-7) was recently
honored on his completion of several terms as a Trustee of the Augusta-Richmond County Public Library.
Augusta Mayor Bob Young proclaimed March 16,
2004, as Tom Sutherland Day in recognition of his
leadership, involvement and service in many civic
and community organizations and for his support of
the public library.

“Glancing Backward, but Looking Forward”

by Dennis Adams, Information Services Coordinator, Beaufort County Public Library System

After 30 years of distinguished service to the Library, director Julie Zachowski retired on December 31. Of course, there were ceremonies befitting the occasion, as when County Council Chairman William Weston J. Newton presented Julie with a special gift at the Dec. 12
Council meeting: a first edition copy of the first novel written by Julie’s favorite author, Elizabeth George!
On Jan. 30, the Library Board of Trustees and Staff bid a fond adieu at a reception, at which
over 100 friends, colleagues and family members came to remember Julie’s career. Trustees
chairperson Theresa Dunn presented a framed photographic portrait of Julie that will hang in
the Beaufort branch library. Julie’s former employees gave a “memory quilt” with pictures of
all five library locations, presented in a parody of the “Lord of the Rings” movie (written and
performed by the talented staff).
Challenges still face the library. We are seeking a new facility for the St. Helena location, comJulie Zachowski,
puter labs in Beaufort and on Hilton Head Island, better marketing and public relations, young
adult services, and a renovation of the Beaufort building. Though we will not accomplish this former Director of the
Beaufort County Public
all in the coming year, we know we have an exceptional team that will continue Julie’s tradiLibrary
tion of good work for the community.
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DISCUS – South Carolina’s Virtual Library
has added two new databases and expanded
the content of one of its existing databases.
DISCUS now includes the electronic archive of The State
newspaper, Columbia, SC, produced by NewsBank. Covering December 1987 forward, it is updated one to two days after publication of
the print newspaper. Users can quickly find the text of locally written news,
sports, editorial, business, arts and feature articles, as well as obituaries. The
front page of the database features “Special Reports” on topics in the news with
reprints of stories from a variety of news sources along with related photographs and maps.
Newspaper coverage has been expanded in the Custom Newspapers (GaleInfoTrac) database in DISCUS. It now includes articles from over 100 domestic
and foreign newspapers, including the New York Times, Atlanta JournalConstitution, Christian Science Monitor, San Francisco Chronicle and papers
from 40+ other U.S. cities, as well as the London Times and over 60 other papers from Great Britain, Australia, Mexico and elsewhere. Coverage date varies
by newspaper; most are updated one to three days after publication of their
print counterpart.
Also new for 2004 is Scribner Writers Series. This reference database produced by Gale includes lengthy essays on the lives and works of over 1600 important authors from around the world.
With these additions, DISCUS now offers 20 databases covering a wide variety
of subjects for all age groups. DISCUS is freely available to all South Carolinians at the state’s schools, colleges and public libraries. All DISCUS databases
are also available from state residents’ home Internet computers 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week. Home users must first obtain special instructions from their
school, college or public library. For more information, visit http://www.
scdiscus.org/other.html

